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Thank you for attending Ignite Virginia, the first event created by Ignition, a new 
startup accelerator. We expect Ignite to be the largest startup event in Hampton 
Roads. But, it's not about Williamsburg, or any geographic region. We don't see 
borders or divisions. It's about something much bigger. 

So, why are we here tonight? Yes, we’re here to have fun and be entertained. But, 
we’re really here to come together as one and celebrate the journey of 
entrepreneurship. It's about a force within the mind and spirit that has brought change 
to mankind since the beginning, from the wheel to industry; from electricity to 
powered flight and the internet: The spirit of entrepreneurship; creation and ingenuity. 
The desire to create something that will enhance our world. We're here to celebrate 
this spirit, and the risks and challenges associated with that journey. 

Many of the people you’ll meet tonight have risked a great deal of their time and life 
savings to turn their visions into reality. Few can understand their struggle, and many 
of them go unnoticed and unheard of in our community. But they are the ones who 
drive job creation, change our lives, and inspire us. Many fail repeatedly, and choose 
to rise again.
 
We seek to inspire others to create something they are passionate about, to adopt the 
entrepreneurial mindset, and to let them know that while the journey is intimidating, 
that there is a strong community here in Virginia that believes in them and is here to 
support them.

“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you didn’t 
do than by the ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the safe 
harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.” – Mark Twain
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Begins Ends

4:30 pm 6:00 pm Startup Expo

5:45 pm 6:00 pm VIP seating in main auditorium

6:00 pm 6:10 pm Welcome remarks

6:10 pm 6:25 pm Judge Introductions

6:30 pm 6:50 pm Elevator Pitches 1-7 Founder/Rep
  1. Gloucester Small 
      Business Incubator Mac Houtz
  2. Lighthouse Labs Todd Nuckols
  3. Side Cradling Sleeper Steve Whear
  4.Transactly Billy Kilgallin
  5. Hamilton Perkins Collection Hamilton Perkins
  6. BagIt Flushables Jacob Paarlberg 
  7. Positive Grounds Kimber Johnson

6:55 pm 7:15 pm Pitch #1: ZUP Boards Glen Duff

7:20 pm 7:40 pm Elevator Pitches 8-13 Founder/Rep
  8. AnswersNow Adam Dreyfus
  9. DropIt Wine Jennifer Corcoran
  10. KAksuKers Cole Bucholtz
  11. SleepHug Pillow Ryan Mounaime
  12. PrintIt Stephen Weaver
  13. WormWatcher Gina Bundy

7:45 pm 8:05 pm Pitch #2: OccasionGenius Nate Marcus and Brian 
Harris

8:10 pm 8:30 pm Intermission

8:40 pm 9:00 pm Pitch #3: GameTracker Jonathan Preedom

9:05 pm 9:25 pm Pitch #4: 1Degree Sam Boochever and Max 
Huc

9:30 pm 9:50 pm Pitch #5: Spira Elliot Roth

9:50 pm 10:05 pm Concluding Remarks (this includes remarks to  
   thank our judges)

10:10 pm 10:40 pm Networking and exit

10:45 pm  Facility Closes
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We received more than 50 applications for this evening's event. While it was not 
possible to include everyone, we did our best to accommodate each startup through 
an exhibit space and 2-minute elevator pitches. This will give the audience and 
investors a taste of more companies. As a result, we will have two types of pitches.

The first pitches are two-minute elevator pitches, designed to quickly gain the listener’s 
interest in the time it takes to meet someone in an elevator so that they will want to 
learn more later. Many of the people delivering these elevator pitches will be present in 
the lobby with their products, and you can approach them during intermission or after 
the event. You can spot them by their yellow lanyards. We wanted to offer elevator 
pitches to allow more startups to get exposure to the audience and judges.

The second type of pitch iare companies seeking investment from the judges. Their 
goal is to convince the judges to invest, mentor, or support them. Judges may 
negotiate any offer they want, and can offer to support them in non-financial ways. 
They have been given access to each company’s business plan and financials. Judges 
may invest in each company directly, or through Ignition’s fund. These pitches will 
begin with a maximum 8-minute presentation, followed by a 12-minute Q&A with the 
seven judges.

The first two main pitches will be preceded by seven to eight 2-minute elevator pitches. 

There will be no Q&A by the audience, but you will have an opportunity to learn more 
by visiting their space in the expo area, or connecting with them through Ignition’s 
Facebook page. Those presenting tonight have worked on their business for some 
time. This event will showcase more established and serious startups, instead of 
someone who may have just thought about an idea weeks before the event. No 
participation prize money is given in this event. 

The founders here tonight are here because they are passionate about what they do. 
Each founder went through an application process that consisted of completing 
Ignition’s application, a review, and an interview designed to measure the business 
model of each company. The main pitchers typically have a business that is ready to 
receive investment, is more mature, generating revenue, has established some 
customer base, and has validated its business model.

Our judges tonight are very nice people, but tonight they are sharks, they aren’t here to 
be nice. They are encouraged to scrutinize investment offers, be skeptical, and 
challenge each company. The founders presenting tonight are in the hot seat, and we 
want you to experience it.

Each founder must present a compelling case that answers three basic questions to 
win the judge’s confidence:
1. How will my startup make money?
2. How will I make you money?
3. Why is my startup awesome, and why should you join it?
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HOW WILL THE EVENT WORK?

This event is not about selecting a first, second, or third place winner like you might 
see in many startup competitions, delivering participation awards as a popularity 
contest. In the real world, there is no first or second place. You either make it, or you 
fail. We want to make sure everyone wins. We’re all in this together, and we want to 
have fun doing it.

SPONSORS

Special thanks to the 1st Annual Virginia Shark Tank event co-sponsors:
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Our team creates custom plans for each venture, working closely with founders to 
establish their company and take it to the next level. We serve as consultants; can 
provide a team of skilled and proven designers; web developers; marketing and 
advertising professionals; mobile application developers; and offer funding for 
qualified applicants. Our team has relevant and recent experience starting and 
launching successful businesses, so our members receive experienced support from 
people who empathize with the struggles of starting a business and understand the 
challenges that startups face.

Lance Zaal
Ignition founder and board member, Lance started his 
first business in Williamsburg in 2011 while attending 
William and Mary. He has experience in software and 
mobile applications with itourmobile.com; eCommerce; 
tourism, and travel. His ventures do business with 
cities, the federal government, private entities, and 
consumers.

Tim Yewcic
Tim serves as board member and Director of Ignition. 
His most recent startup experience was with Chef K’s 
kitchen, a local chef prepared food delivery service. Tim 
is a graduate of the William and Mary MBA program.

Adam Theis
Adam is an Ignition board member, investor, and 
technology guru. His background is in technology 
consulting, design and integration. He has spent the 
last 15 years providing these services to the public and 
private sectors across the country. Adam is a 
Williamsburg native. 

Demetrios Florakis
Demetrios is a developer, skilled deal maker, and 
Williamsburg native who started selling his own soda 
vending machines and pay phones as a teenager. He 
has experience in the hotel and restaurant business, 
where he owned several IHOP chains. Demetrios serves 
as Chairman of the Williamsburg Planning Commission. 
See more at Demetrios-florakis.com

OUR TEAM ABOUT IGNITION

Ignition is a 501(c)3 business accelerator privately financed and founded by 
entrepreneurs. Officially opened in September of 2016, Ignition's founders saw a need 
for an independent accelerator run by entrepreneurs, free of politics and external 
governance, with one mission: to build profitable and sustainable businesses. 

In our first nine months of operation, we have consulted more than 50 businesses. In 
this short time, our official members have generated an astonishing +$600K in 
revenue. We're just getting started.

We help entrepreneurs build great businesses and host a startup community that 
includes college students, retirees, young professionals, and experienced 
entrepreneurs. Ignition invests in startups anywhere in the nation, mentors them, 
provides office space, and takes an active role in supporting their efforts to build a 
profitable business. We have a diverse staff, and funds to quickly launch a business; 
and the experience to know when we shouldn’t. In the end, ideas are worthless. 
Execution is what matters. We’re here to execute.

We typically work with between 10 to 30 startups at any given time ranging from 
pre-seed to Series A. We work with both new and seasoned entrepreneurs, providing 
access to a team of talented marketers, designers, entrepreneurs, and technical staff 
that works closely with founders to jumpstart their idea into a profit-generating 
business. Ignition removes barriers and empowers founders to ensure a startup’s 
success in taking its vision to market.

Ignition’s mission is to create profitable and sustainable businesses. 
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ABOUT IGNITION HOW TO GET INVOLVED

Ignition Fund

Are you a startup seeking funding or an investor seeking new opportunities? Ignition 
private equity can help. Our investments are not available to anyone, and each 
applicant has a process that they must pass in order to receive funding. 

• Must have a solid business model. Answer the question: how are 
 you going to make money? Is your business currently profitable?
• The founders are critical in any evaluation. Do you have experience 
 in this industry? How much time are you dedicated to your startup? 
 Must complete the founder application in addition to the Application
• Provide business financial statements
• What will you be using your funds for?
• Each applicant will undergo a credit and background check

There are also other sources of investment available to you:

• Virginia Small Business Financing Authority
• Small business investment grant fund (SBIFG) 
• Micro Loan (up to $25,000)
• State incentives for investors 
• New Chip: http://newchip.co
• City of Williamsburg Economic Development Grant Application

For more information visit www.ignitioncenter.com

Ignition Intern Program

We have a 28-student internship program active during the summer, and in spring and 
fall semesters. Interns who are new to the program receive education and experience 
in the startup scene, gaining exposure to evaluating businesses and concepts. 
Sometimes, they are attached to intern with a local startup to gain real world 
experience in starting a business. 

Other interns, especially in the summer program which will begin this summer, are 
grouped into teams whose exclusive focus is starting a new business from scratch. 
These interns receive equity in the business and are devoted to working on it during 
the remainder of their time in college. Ignition covers the costs of financing the 
startup, and Ignition staff and mentors work closely with the team in launching the 
business. The goal is to create something great that students can earn income from, 
gain amazing experience and get experience working with others in industry. Ideally, 
they will gain self employment following graduation that will launch them into a career 
of entrepreneurship and financial independence. Ignition is a part of these companies, 
providing space, funding, and continued support.

Become an Ignition Advisor

Are you a successful entrepreneur? Do you have industry or investment experience? 
We'd like to invite you to become an advisor. We depend on advisors for mentorship, 
networking, and help advising Ignition. You do not have to be an investor or be local 
to Williamsburg to contribute as an advisor. If you wish to assume a mentorship role, 
we will only contact you if someone is working on something related to your industry 
or experience, unless you indicate you want to be more involved. We’ll ask to pair 
you with a startup that is looking for mentorship, that we think you may enjoy working 
with, and which you can add value to. If you agree, we’ll make an introduction.

Advisors may also assist in the governance of Ignition and its fund. We meet once a 
month to discuss current and future initiatives, the Ignition Fund, and other matters. 
Transparency and accountability are important to, we’re always looking for those who 
can challenge us and enhance our mission.

Donate

We depend on charitable contributions from individuals and corporations to advance 
our mission. We need your support! If you're interested in donating to Ignition or 
know of someone who is, please send them our way! All contributions are tax 
deductible. Please email contact@ignitioncenter.com or send us a message on 
Facebook. 



Tim Saumier is President/Owner of TYGES International (www.tyges.com), an 
executive search firm headquartered in Williamsburg, VA.  Tim started his recruiting 
career when he opened TYGES in July 2002.  Since then, he has grown the 
business from a start-up office to where it is today helping clients around the world 
solve their talent acquisition problems.  While he does place people with 
companies, he brings much more through his consultative coaching with both 
companies and individuals hence the reason he has built long lasting relationships 
that continue to work with TYGES. Over the years TYGES has won numerous 
awards including “rookie office of the year” and numerous “billing manager of the 
year” awards.  TYGES continues to grow and now has offices in Jacksonville, FL, 
Atlanta, GA and soon to be in Chicago, IL. During this growth, Tim has committed to 
staying on a producing desk as it keeps him close to his customers and what is 
happening in the market.

Prior to starting TYGES International, Tim spent thirteen years in corporate America 
with companies like John Deere, Moen, and Philips, where he had the opportunity to 
work in supply chain, operations, and engineering during his career.  While at John 
Deere, Tim was involved in three greenfield plant startups of which he personally led 
one of them with a Japanese partner.  Tim’s formal education starts with his 
Bachelors in Manufacturing Materials Management that he received in 1989 from 
Rochester Institute of Technology.  He followed that up with his Masters in 
Management in 1994 from SUNY Oswego. 

On a personal note, Tim grew up in Syracuse, NY. While he no longer lives there he 
continues to root for his Syracuse Orange college teams.  Tim’s greatest 
achievement is winning his wife of nearly 21 years hand in marriage Miranda and 
having two wonderful children Kennedy & Noah.  Tim’s family brings him great joy.

Tim sits on the board of 3e-restoration (www.3erestoration.com) as he works with 
other community leaders to solve the systemic issue of homelessness.  In addition, 
Tim has a true passion for helping entrepreneurs and is an avid commercial property 
investor.  During his spare time, you will find Tim trying to help others or he will be 
sitting quietly reading a book.

Tim Saumier

A man who need no introduction, Larry is the former CEO of Smithfield Foods from 
2006-2015. During Mr Pope's 35 year career at Smithfield, he saw the company grow 
from a small local pork processor to the world's largest pork company with sales 
totally nearly $15 billion and global operations across the US, Mexico and Europe. He 
and his wife, Mary, are natives of Virginia and are residents of Williamsburg. They 
have two children and three grandchildren. Mr. Pope holds an undergraduate and 
graduate degree from the College of William and Mary. He has been active in 
philanthropy in the Tidewater area for many years.

Larry Pope 
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SHARK TANK JUDGES

Catesby founded Peace Frogs, Inc. in a dorm room at the University of Virginia over 
30 years ago. Since then, he has built Peace Frogs into an international apparel and 
accessory company. Peace Frogs has been featured on TV shows, its products seen 
on celebrities and found in some of the most remote areas of the earth ranging from 
Tibet to Argentina. Catesby is also the founder and owner of Crab Thicket Real 
Estate, which opened the Gloucester Small Business Incubator (GSBI) in 2016 and 
allows Catesby to pursue his passion for helping entrepreneurs. “I have always been 
an entrepreneur and want to help others make their dreams come true” said Jones. 
“This incubator checks off all the boxes that I wish I had had available when I founded 
Peace Frogs.”

Catesby Jones
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SHARK TANK JUDGES

A Virginia native, Mike spent much of his youth in Hampton Roads where he worked 
with his father in the family’s Tug Boat business at Lee Hall. After attending ODU, 
New River Community College, and earning a degree in Industrial Instrumentation 
Technology, Mike worked as an Instrumentation Technician before moving to North 
Carolina where he started his first business at age 27, Control Automation 
Technologies Corporation. The industrial controls business was named North 
Carolina's Small Business of the Year in 1998 and was selected as finalist for the 
national Blue Chip Enterprise Award in 1999.  He founded CATLab - Accredited 
Calibration Laboratories division in 1999 and established a second laboratory in 2005, 
returning to his native Virginia where he and his wife, Amy, wanted to raise their sons. 
He remains president of Control Automation Technologies Corporation, parent 
company of the NC and VA laboratories. 

Mike was elected to VA House of Delegates in 2011, where he rapidly earned a 
reputation for promoting jobs and business, drafting & passing several job-growth 
initiatives as well as legislation for child safety, Habitat for Humanity, education, and 
workforce development.  He also successfully carried budget amendments for the 
College of William & Mary & Jefferson Lab’s Free Electron Laser upgrade. As a 
freshman legislator, Mike received a 100% pro-business rating & ‘Champion of Free 
Enterprise Award’ through the VA Chamber of Commerce in back-back years & was 
named the General Assembly’s ‘Freshman Legislator of the Year’.   Today, Mike holds 
Virginia Free’s highest cumulative pro-business rating of any legislator past or present 
and continues to be an effective advocate for small business and workforce 
development issues.

Mike Watson

Dr. William (Willy) Donaldson is a Professor of Management at the Joseph W. Luter, III 
School of Business at Christopher Newport University. Additionally, he is the Director 
of both the Small Business Institute® and the Biotechnology and Management 
Program at CNU. He teaches the senior capstone courses in Strategic Management 
and Small Business Management as well as Operations Management and Systems 
Thinking. He is the faculty representative for the Entrepreneur Club, The National 
Contract Management Association (NCMA) Club, the Captains Education Enrichment 
(CEE) Fund, the Men’s Lacrosse Club and the Varsity Men’s Lacrosse team

Willy has over 30 years of experience as a Board member and President and has 
been CEO of 8 companies including a publicly traded company and an international 
joint-venture. He has directly run 4 start-ups and been involved in starting over 20 
other companies.  He has raised in excess of $95 million dollars for these entities in 
the public and private equity and debt markets. He is the author of 
Simple_Complexity: A management book for the rest of us; a guide to systems 
thinking (Morgan James 2017) and The New Employer-Employee Contract: A CEO’s 
Perspective on Employer and Employee Success Published in: Keys to Employee 
Success in Coming Decades (Quorum Books 1999).

In addition to teaching, Willy is the Founder and President of Strategic Venture 
Planning, a management consulting firm that assists boards, investors and senior 
management teams maximize results. As a consultant and trainer, he has worked with 
over 70 companies on strategy formulation, on converting strategy to execution and 
on management development and corporate universities.   His experience runs from 
start-up to International 50 companies, private and public companies, from services 
to manufacturing, from low to high tech and from for profit to not for profit. He is a 
member of the International Council on Systems Engineering, where he chairs the 
Enterprise Systems working group world-wide.

Willy Donaldson
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Charlene Rigal is President of COR Marketing, a division of Presus, Inc. Charlene 
has approximately 25 years of experience in sales and marketing including direct 
response, electronic retailing and selling to live shopping channels. Charlene 
represents clients to QVC, Home Shopping Network (HSN), and infomercial 
companies. 

Charlene Rigal helps entrepreneurs build a multi-million dollar profit center using 
the power of shopping channels. Shopping channel businesses help to:
- Promote product's brand awareness
- Increase retail sales
- Increase opportunities for opening more retail doors
- Increase product offerings to meet customer demand

Charlene has a diverse background, deeply rooted in creative sales and marketing 
having participated in a long list of entrepreneurial products and services. Charlene 
has extensive experience in manufacturing, packaging, creative, project 
management, point of sale merchandising, advertising, fulfillment, warehousing, 
distribution, customer service, inbound and out bound telemarketing, direct 
response marketing, electronic retailing and sales to shopping channels. Charlene 
continues to bridge the gap between product ideas and distribution that provides 
entrepreneurs the opportunity to develop their finished products and sell them in 
the marketplace.

SHARK TANK JUDGES

Charlene Rigal

Demetrios Florakis is a board member at the Ignition Accelerator. Demetrios 
Florakis has over 30 years of experience in commercial and residential real estate, 
franchising, real estate development, negotiations, real estate deals, hotel 
management, and restaurant management.

He started his first business at age 16, which was a vending business he sold off 6 
years later.  He acquired the rights to Ray Ban at age 18, and operated that 
business through college and sold it four years later.  He opened his first IHOP 
restaurant at age 26, and was the youngest franchisee. He grew that business to 
become the largest franchisee in the state of Virginia, winning many sales 
achievement awards, such as the second largest grossing IHOP, and franchisee of 
the year. Demetrios developed and operated the restaurants, and sold his IHOP 
holdings in 2007. 

After his exit from IHOP, Demetrios developed commercial properties and acquiring 
student rentals around Williamsburg, and was the first person to develop a student 
only apartment complex in the city.  He has served on the architectural review 
board for Williamsburg for 8 years, and currently serves on the planning 
commission, where he has volunteered for the last 6 years, with the last four as its 
chairman.

Demetrios is a founding member of the St Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church in 
Williamsburg. 

Demetrios Florakis
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PITCH COMPANY PROFILES

ZUP Boards
Williamsburg, VA
ZUP.com
What ZUP? We are a new sports innovation company. ZUP recognized a need for 
innovation in the watersports market. Many boat owners take riders encompassing a 
variety of ages, sizes and abilities out on their boats. There was not a product that 
gave all these different groups the same opportunity for success. Our products seek 
to lower the barrier for entry in to watersports by giving riders a product that is truly 
simple, fun and engaging.

GameTracker
Blacksburg, VA
trackmydeer.com

GameTracker is a large game location device for archery hunters; allowing them to 
locate their large game animal using their cell phone in both cellular and non-cellular 
environments. We want to enable big game archery hunters to recover ALL their 
game quickly and ethically. Find your hit every time!

1Degree
Charlottesville, VA
1degreeapp.com

Bringing you closer to the celebrities you love! 1Degree is a platform that 
philanthropically motivates influencers, including public figures, industry leaders and 
celebrities, to engage with the public via FaceTime, enabling them to raise proceeds 
for themselves and the causes they support! Create connections you never 
imagined possible!

Spira
Richmond, VA
livespira.com
Spira is a microalgae company using biotechnology to address global food insecurity 
by making products that promote a delicious, nutritious, and healthy life. Our spirulina 
starter kits are simple to grow, harvest, and eat. They produce only clean oxygen as a 
byproduct of the process. The most efficient way to produce protein on the planet. 
Spira is Life in a Bottle.

OccasionGenius
Richmond, VA 
OccasionGenius.com
OccasionGenius is the multi-award-winning marketplace for corporate and milestone 
events - from holiday parties and client appreciation events, to bachelor/bachelorette 
parties and kids’ birthdays. We match people who are planning private events with 
local businesses that host them. With OccasionGenius, event planners save time and 
sanity while finding local ideas they never knew existed. For local businesses, 
OccasionGenius is the most affordable and effective way to get in front of people at 
the moment they are looking to book a private event.
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EXPO COMPANY PROFILES

PrintIt
Grove City, PA
printitstartup.com

PrintIt is a commercial business with a social mission to provide unique, quality, and 
affordable housing for minimalist individuals. 3D house printing technology allows 
housing construction to be 10x more efficient than traditional construction methods. 
This is the future of construction.

AnswersNow
Richmond, VA
answersnow.info

AnswersNOW is a mobile app that will connect parents and caregivers of children with 
autism directly to an expert via private text and video. It will assist you in moments of 
crisis, answer your general questions, provide constant support and, most 
importantly, enable parents to feel confident in the daily interactions with their child.

DropIt by WineRX
Cape Charles, VA
dropitwine.com

DropIt is the first and only product available on the market to reduce both Sulfites 
and Tannins in wine with a single drop in a glass of wine! These ingredients are most 
responsible for the headaches brought on easily for many when they simply want to 
relax and enjoy a glass of wine. Before you Drink It....DropIt !!

Positive Grounds
Hampton, VA
positivegrounds.com

Let’s change the world with socks! Positive Grounds is a motivational sock company 
with inspiring messages & cool images on each pair. The socks maintain their 
softness & durability so you’ll feel like you are walking on clouds. We help you look 
up even when you are looking down!

Advanced Aircraft Company
Hampton, VA
advancedaircraftcompany.com

Advanced Aircraft Company (AAC) is an aeronautical engineering and aircraft 
manufacturing company based in Hampton, Virginia. AAC produces vertical takeoff 
and landing unmanned aerial systems targeting commercial and military markets.
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EXPO COMPANY PROFILES

Hamilton Perkins Collection
Norfolk, VA
hamiltonperkins.com

The Hamilton Perkins Collection is an affordable line of uniquely-designed, 
eco-friendly travel bags handcrafted by Haitian artisans from recycled bottles and 
billboards. HPC bags are trendy and sophisticated, with bold pops of color inside 
each bag from the one-of-a-kind lining made of recycled vinyl billboard art.

KAksuKers by Big Dumb Suckers, LLC
Richmond, VA (no website)

What are KAksuKers you ask? KAksuKers are rooster shaped lollipops that have 
flavor profiles which match the type of KAksuKer you are or you think the lucky 
recipient is. Join us as we use a little humor to revolutionize the art of saying "Thank 
you!", "Congratulations!", or "Great job!" to someone that we love, honor, and 
admire...or a perfect "Up yours!" to all the others.

WormWatchers
Williamsburg, VA
wormwatcher.com

WormWatcher is a clear, state of the art vermicomposter (composting with worms) 
with a spigot. Customers love the three end products of vermicomposting: vermicast 
(worm poop known as "black gold" by master gardeners), "worm tea", and red 
wriggler worms. The WormWatcher guarantees composting success within weeks. 
Great for the education and the gardening hobbyist markets.

BagIt Flushables by BagIt Solutions, LLC
Williamsburg, VA
bagitflushables.com

We are a startup company that is developing a flushable dog waste bag to reduce 
the environmental impact of our pets. There are over 70 million dogs in the U.S. and 
most dog owners throw their dog's waste into the trash, which eventually ends up in 
a landfill. By giving dog owners the option of a water-soluble dog waste bag, we are 
hoping that all dog owners will ask themselves – “Why not flush it?”



Transactly
Williamsburg, VA

Stop credit card fraud in its tracks with the protection of Transactly's passive GPS/IP 
verification system. Your card only works when it is with you or your authorized users!

EXPO COMPANY PROFILES

SleepHug Pillow
Norfolk, VA
sleephug.com

The SleepHug Pillow is the first pillow ever to provide head, neck, and back support 
as you're seated in your chair. Its ergonomic shape wraps around your body for 
comfort and support, helping to prevent the aches and pains that come from long 
periods of sitting. Great for lounging on the couch and working at a desk. SleepHug 
even makes a terrific travel pillow.

Side Cradling Sleeper by Spice of Life Ventures, LLC
Suffolk, VA
sidecradlingsleeper.com

The Cradling Sleeper is a simple, compact, ergonomically molded foam side sleeping 
cushion that allows you to get a great sleep by taking the pressure off your shoulder 
and aligning the spine. The Company was founded in 2016 by two veterans in Suffolk, 
Virginia and have just started taking orders for the patent pending Cradling Sleeper.
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Lighthouse Labs
Richmond, VA
lighthouselabsrva.com

Lighthouse Labs is a non-profit, mentor-driven startup accelerator program 
connecting promising founders with proven mentors, investors, support services, 
working space and lean startup education to move from idea to viable high growth 
venture in three months. In addition to Lighthouse programming, each participating 
company receives a participation award of $20,000 with no equity taken.

Gloucester Small Business Incubator
Gloucester County, VA

The Gloucester Small Business Incubator (GSBI) is located at 7546 John Clayton 
Memorial Highway in Gloucester County, Virginia. The incubator offers warehouse 
and office space along with mentorship and shared resources such as forklifts, 
shipping and receiving services, and onsite legal advice. The GSBI is seeking 
start-ups or established small businesses who arelooking to grow and make a 
positive change in the World.


